Purpose: Various techniques of minimally invasive thyroid surgery have been introduced during the past decade, including the endoscopic technique. We have developed a novel method of gasless endoscopic thyroidectomy via an axillary approach. The present report describes the technique of this method and the analysis of the surgical outcomes. Methods: Between Dec. 2001 and Feb. 2008 (the actual operation period was 55 months), 634 patients with thyroid tumors underwent gasless endoscopic thyroidectomy via an axillary approach. The clinical and pathologic characteristics of the patients, the type of operation, the operative time, the post operative hospital stay and the post operative complications were retrospectively analyzed. Results: Among the 634 patients, 176 patients had benign tumor and 458 patients had malignant tumor. The type of operationwas classified according to the extent of surgery. Lymphadenectomy (CCND, SND, MRND) was respectively performed for treating the patients with malignant tumor, depending on the indications. The mean operating time and the mean length of the post-operative hospital stay were 129.4±51.3 minutes, 3.3±1.7 days for benign tumor and 135.5±47 minutes, 3.4±0.9 days for malignancy, respectively. The mean tumor size was 2.7±1.2 (0.4∼6.0) cm for benign tumor and 0.78±0.5 (0.1∼4.0) cm for malignancy.
. Table 2) . Table 3) . Table 7) . 전절제술을 시행 받은 89명의 환자 중 초기 병변 8명을 제외한 81명에서 수술 후 방사성 동위원소 치료 및 방사선 
